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"Yeah, Quirrell was a great teacher. There was just that minor drawback

of him having Lord Voldemort sticking out of the back of his head!"

— J.K. Rowling
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Animals & Wildlife

Historic Estate Helps Fish Find New Homes

A beautiful old estate in Michigan is helping fish and wildlife. The Ford

House sits beside Lake St. Clair. It was built in the 1920s for the Ford

family.

Most  lake  shores  are  covered  with  concrete  and rocks.  This  keeps  the

water from washing away the land. But fish need natural places to lay eggs

and raise babies. Turtles and birds need these areas too.

The Ford House is taking away the concrete. They are putting back plants

and natural shores. This gives fish safe places to live and grow. It also

helps frogs, turtles, and water birds.

The project will fix one mile of shoreline. Workers will restore marshes

and wetlands too.  New wooden walkways will  let  people see the lake.

Visitors can learn about helping nature.

Eleanor Ford wanted her estate to help future generations. Now her old

home is creating new homes for lake creatures. The fish and wildlife will

have a safe place for years to come.
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Nature & Environment

Tiny Fish Help Scientists Study Ocean Health

Scientists  are  learning about  ocean health  by watching tiny  fish  called

capelin. These small silver fish are like "sea canaries" that show us how

the ocean is doing.

Capelin are very important in the ocean. They are packed with healthy fats

that give lots of energy. Big fish like salmon eat capelin. Whales, seals,

and seabirds also depend on these little fish for food.

When capelin swim together, they form huge groups. This makes it easy

for bigger animals to find and catch them. The tiny fish are like a floating

buffet for ocean creatures.

Scientists in Alaska have been watching capelin for twenty years. They

study these fish to learn about changes in the ocean. Since people don't

fish for capelin in Alaska, scientists can see natural changes more clearly.

When ocean temperatures get warmer, capelin numbers can change. Sci‐

entists  found that  fewer capelin means less food for other sea animals.

This helps researchers understand how all ocean life is connected together.
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Science & Discovery

NASA Ground Crews Keep Aircraft Flying Safely

NASA has  amazing aircraft  that  fly  high in  the  sky.  But  these  special

planes need lots of care to stay safe and ready.

At NASA's flight center in California, skilled workers take care of many

different aircraft. They have fast F-15 jets and other research planes. Each

plane has its own special job to do.

Walt  Kondracki  is  a  crew  chief  who  checks  the  aircraft  carefully.  He

works with a team of mechanics and engineers. They make sure every part

of the plane works perfectly before it flies.

The maintenance teams are very good at their jobs. One day they might

load scientific instruments. The next day they might fix different parts of

the aircraft. They can handle any challenge that comes up.

These aircraft help NASA do important science research. Some planes fly

very high to study the atmosphere. Others help support rocket launches.

Thanks to the ground crews, NASA's aircraft are always ready for their

next mission in the sky.
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The World Today

Scientists and Fishermen Work Together

Scientists and fishermen came together in New York this spring. They met

at a special event to share ideas and work as a team.

The meeting brought together many different groups. Fishermen, scient‐

ists, and research groups all joined in. They wanted to learn from each

other and start new projects together.

Rick Bellavance is a fisherman from Rhode Island. He said he enjoyed

meeting new people at the event. He felt excited to keep helping answer

important questions about fishing.

Joe Letourneau fishes in Massachusetts. He called this meeting the best

networking event in the area. He said talking with scientists has led to new

partnerships and research projects.

Eric Hesse,  another fisherman,  loves how the meeting helps new ideas

grow.  He  said  it's  a  great  place  for  people  to  meet  and  start  working

together. He always learns something new at these events.
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History & Heritage

Government Saves Forests for Future Generations

The U.S. Forest Service is spending $80 million to save forests. They will

protect over 34,000 acres of private forests across America.

These special forests help local communities in many ways. They provide

wood for building homes and furniture. Families can visit them for hiking

and camping. The trees help keep our drinking water clean too.

Most forests in America are owned by private people, not the government.

These forests are very important to small towns. The new program helps

forest owners keep their land as forests forever.

About 9 out of 10 saved forests will stay open to the public. People can

still  enjoy  walking,  fishing,  and  camping  there.  The  owners  will  keep

taking good care of the trees.

Healthy  forests  also  help  protect  nearby  towns  from  wildfires.  When

forests are well cared for, fires spread less quickly. Three of the new forest

areas are near places where wildfires could happen. Saving these forests

now will help keep communities safer in the future.
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Activity Time - Word Search

Find the words below in the puzzle. Words go across or down only. 

Words to Find:

AIRCRAFT FOREST OCEAN BIRDS

CREWS FISH TEAM

F Q P C B I R D S K X

E J E A Y B R G S X S

D S B J F O R E S T K

J P X I M C J P A E U

A J W O Y V E K I E M

C R E W S H N R R F W

N G A S K O Z T C I G

T X X C V C N X R S V

E E G O C E N J A H R

A D H V Z A U O F P Y

M C S Q W N D G T H R
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