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"From the moment I picked up your book until I put it down, I was
convulsed with laughter. Some day I intend reading it."

— Groucho Marx
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Science & Discovery

Tiny Chips Are Learning to Think in New Ways

Scientists are building computers that work in a whole new way. They are
called quantum computers. These machines could one day solve problems

no regular computer can handle.

Regular computers use tiny switches called transistors. Quantum
computers use something even smaller. They use particles tinier than

atoms. These particles behave in strange and wonderful ways.

The journey began back in 1985. Scientists at a university in California
made an exciting discovery. They showed that quantum behavior could be

seen in a real object in a lab. That was a huge moment for science.

Since then, researchers have worked for decades to build on that idea.
Today, scientists at Princeton University have built a tiny chip. It fits in the
palm of your hand. The chip holds special parts called qubits. These qubits

can hold information far longer than before.

The United States Department of Energy has helped fund much of this
work. Teams of scientists across the country are working together. They
hope quantum computers will one day help with medicine, energy, and

much more. It is an exciting time to watch science grow.
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Nature & Environment

A Great River Meets the Sea in Amazing Ways

The Elbe is one of Europe's great rivers. It flows more than 600 miles
across the continent. Then it meets the North Sea in a beautiful, ever-

changing place.

Where the river meets the sea, the land never stays the same. Twice each
day, the tides rise and fall. The water goes out and wide mudflats appear.
Then the water rushes back in and covers them again. This rise and fall

measures nearly ten feet each day.

INASA satellites took pictures of this special place. The photos show how
different it looks at high tide and low tide. From space, you can see the
land changing before your eyes. It is like watching the Earth breathe in

and out.

These tidal flats are full of life. Birds, fish, and tiny creatures all make
their homes here. When the tide goes out, birds wade in the mud looking
for food. When the tide comes in, fish swim over the flats. The area is rich

with nature's gifts.

The Elbe has flowed to the sea for thousands of years. The tides have
shaped its shores all that time. Today, NASA helps us see this wonder
from far above. It is a reminder of how alive and active our beautiful Earth

truly is.
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Animals & Wildlife

Salmon Find New Home in Restored California Creek

A beautiful creek in California is giving rare salmon a second chance.
Prairie Creek flows through famous redwood forests near the Pacific

Ocean. It is home to three rare types of fish that need our help to survive.

For many years, the land around Prairie Creek was damaged. An old
lumber mill sat on the banks for nearly 50 years. The creek had steep, high

walls. Fish could not find safe places to rest and grow.

A team of caring people decided to fix this. Scientists, park rangers, and
local tribes all worked together. The Yurok Tribe had deep ties to this land

for generations. Everyone shared the same dream — to bring the fish back.

Workers spent years restoring the creek to its natural state. They removed
old pavement and opened up the land. Now the creek has gentle banks,
quiet ponds, and rich wetlands. Young salmon have safe, warm places to

grow strong before their long journey to the ocean.

The project finished in late 2025. Already, the signs are wonderful. The
land that was once damaged is now full of life again. Birds, fish, and
plants are returning. It is a lovely reminder that nature can heal with a little

help from kind and dedicated people.
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The World Today

Scientists Teach Bacteria to Make Useful Things Faster

Scientists have found a clever new way to use tiny living things called
bacteria. These microscopic creatures can be turned into little factories.
They can make useful chemicals and help recover important materials

from the earth.

Researchers at Oak Ridge National Laboratory made this happen. They
used computers and artificial intelligence to study bacteria very quickly.

Their new method works ten times faster than the old way.

The scientists looked closely at the genes inside bacteria. Genes are like
tiny instruction booklets inside every living thing. By finding the right
genes, scientists can guide bacteria to do helpful jobs. It is a bit like

finding the right recipe in a cookbook.

This discovery could help make valuable products right here at home. It
may also help recover important minerals that many industries need. This

means less reliance on other countries for these materials.

The work was published in a respected science journal called Nature
Communications. Scientists hope this research will lead to many new and
useful products in the years ahead. It is an exciting step forward for

science and for everyone who benefits from new discoveries.
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Technology & Innovation

Smart Computer Cuts Years Off Finding New Materials

Scientists have built a smart computer program that can speed up the
discovery of new materials. This is very exciting news for people who

love science and technology.

Making new solid materials used to take a very long time. Scientists
would test idea after idea for months or even years. Most of the time, the

tests would fail. It was slow, costly, and very hard work.

Now, a team at Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory in California has
changed that. They built an AI model that thinks like a very smart helper.

It can predict how materials will form, step by step, before any test begins.

The program looks at how tiny atoms move through solid materials. No
computer model has ever done this before. It can find the best way to

make a new material quickly, cleanly, and with very little waste.

Scientist Kristin Persson helped lead the work. She said the model helps
make new materials "dramatically faster." She also said it brings new
materials closer to real products that help everyday people. The findings
were shared in a top science journal called Nature Materials. This work
could lead to better batteries, faster computers, and many other helpful

tools in the years to come.

Source: Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory Page 6 - gentle news



Activity Time - Word Search

Find the words below in the puzzle. Words go across or down only.

Words to Find:

ELECTRON MATERIAL MICROBE SALMON
CREEK MODEL CHIP
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