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"A learning experience is one of those things that says, 'You know that
thing you just did? Don't do that."

— Douglas Adams
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Science & Discovery

NASA Telescope Captures Stunning "Lion" in Space

NASA's powerful James Webb Space Telescope has taken a beautiful new
photo of something amazing in space. It is called the Lion Nebula.

Scientists gave it that name because it looks just like a lion's face!

A nebula is a giant cloud of gas and dust floating in space. This one glows
in stunning colors. It has a round shape like a lion's head. Around the

edges, wispy trails of gas look just like a lion's mane.

An older telescope called Hubble first spotted this lion shape back in the
year 2000. But the new Webb telescope shows far more detail. The colors

and patterns are clearer and more beautiful than ever.

The Lion Nebula formed from an old dying star. As the star aged, it slowly
released gas and dust into space. Over many years, this created the

glowing, lion-shaped cloud we can see today.

NASA scientists are thrilled with the new image. It helps us understand
how stars change over time. It also reminds us how wonderful and
surprising our universe can be. Space is full of beauty waiting to be dis-

covered!
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Nature & Environment

A Fund That Opens Nature's Door to Everyone

Have you ever wanted to sit by a river on a sunny day? Or watch birds
from a quiet trail? Nature is a wonderful gift. But sometimes it is hard to

reach.

A special program is making that easier. It is called the Delaware
Watershed Conservation Fund. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service started

it in 2018. Its goal is to help everyone enjoy the outdoors near their home.

Each year, the fund gives money to local groups. These groups fix up
parks, trails, and boat ramps. They also clean up rivers and help fish and

wildlife thrive. Good recreation and good conservation work together.

Here is a nice example. A bumpy, steep boat ramp can be made smooth
and gentle. That makes it easier to launch a kayak. It also stops soil from
washing into the river. That keeps the water clean for fish and people

alike.

In eight years, the fund has put more than 20 million dollars into 49
projects. These projects have opened or improved more than 9,000 acres
of land for the public. That is a lot of beautiful places to explore! More
people can now enjoy a walk, a fishing trip, or simply a peaceful moment

beside the water.
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Animals & Wildlife

Salmon Find a New Home in California's Redwood Country

A beautiful creek in California is coming back to life. Prairie Creek runs
through the famous redwood forests of Northern California. For many
years, the creek had been damaged by logging and farming. Salmon could

no longer live there safely.

Three kinds of salmon and steelhead trout were in trouble. Their numbers
had dropped greatly over the past century. This lovely creek was one of

their last hopes for survival. Something had to be done to help them.

A team of caring people took on the challenge. Scientists, park workers,
and members of the Yurok Tribe all worked together. The Yurok people
have loved and cared for this land for generations. Everyone shared the

same dream of bringing the fish back home.

Workers cleared away old pavement from a former lumber mill. They
reshaped the banks of the creek and added wetland areas. They created
calm, shallow pools where young fish could grow strong. After years of

hard work, the project finished in late 2025.

Today, Prairie Creek looks and feels like a healthy, wild place again.
Young salmon now have safe spots to rest and feed before their long
journey to the ocean. The creek that was once broken is full of hope and

life. Nature, with a little human kindness, found its way back.
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Life & Culture

A Magical New Place Where Kids Love to Learn

A wonderful new learning space has opened at the Library of Congress in

Washington, D.C. It is called The Source, and it is truly something special.

Young visitors can explore history in a whole new way. Imagine opening
an old wooden card catalog drawer and watching a tornado from "The
Wizard of Oz" swirl to life. Another drawer shows a rocket launch. A third
holds Rosa Parks' very own pancake recipe. Each drawer holds a surprise

waiting to be discovered.

The gallery took seven years to create. More than 40 teen interns and 29
young advisers helped design it. They worked closely with library experts
from 2021 to 2024. Their ideas shaped every corner of the space.

The Source has four special zones to explore. Visitors can enjoy stories,
photographs, sounds, and films from history. Digital tools make it easy

and fun to dig deeper into any topic that sparks their interest.

The lead curator said the goal was simple. They wanted young people to
follow their curiosity. This new space gives children the chance to become
real researchers. History comes alive here, and learning feels like play. It

is a place where every question is welcome.
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Health & Wellness

Lab Creates Special Atoms to Fight Cancer

Scientists at a national laboratory in Tennessee are working on new ways
to fight cancer. Their research gives hope to many patients around the

world.

A special laboratory called Oak Ridge makes tiny particles called isotopes.
These isotopes can be used as medicine. Very few places in the world can

make them. Oak Ridge is one of the best.

A young scientist named Haswitha Sabbineni had a big idea. She wanted
to find a new treatment for prostate cancer. To test her idea, she needed a
very rare isotope called rhenium-188. Oak Ridge was able to make it just

for her.

Her idea builds on 30 years of cancer research. Scientists once found a
way to send radioactive medicine straight to cancer cells. This means
healthy cells nearby stay safe. Now researchers want to use the same idea

for more types of cancer.

The Oak Ridge lab uses a powerful reactor to create these special isotopes.
Then they pack them into containers that doctors and scientists can use.
This important work helps researchers test new treatments that could one

day help many cancer patients live longer, healthier lives.

Source: Oak Ridge National Laboratory Page 6 - gentle.news



Activity Time - Word Search

Find the words below in the puzzle. Words go across or down only.

Words to Find:

REACTOR HABITAT HISTORY SALMON
NEBULA CREEK STAR

S HABTITATUDTLA
T HQ JNTULUL J CN
A.I WS AL MONPE
R S VDU CRUETEIKIL B
X T P L K ARWB Y U
K OMS FTTS B B L
S R F J OPEUDY DA
DY TV DQZ CAWKG
R EACTORAY J H
J FFMWJ Q Z K Z C
NY UTVQ XY F I M
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